Parasites and Other Ailments of Poultry        485
The mite differs from an ordinary body louse in that it does not spend its entire life on the body of the bird it infests. During the day the mites live in the cracks and crevices of the hen house, coming out to attack the birds after sunset. The mites worry poultry at night and retire at daybreak while the lice arouse themselves to begin operations during the daylight hours.
A flock housed in a building heavily infested with mites is never in good condition. Egg production decreases and even laying or setting hens have been killed outright on the nests. When a flock is in a weakened condition from mites, the birds fall easier prey to any other disease to which they may be exposed.
Life history of the mite
The mature mite feeds on the blood of a chicken and, when satisfied, retires to some nearby crack or crevice and lays five or six white eggs. These are big enough to be seen with the naked eye and are frequently referred to as salt and pepper marks. After laying, the female again visits the same or another chicken, feeds again, retires and lays another batch of eggs. This alternate feeding and laying program is continued until the old female mite has produced about three dozen eggs.
During warm summer weather the eggs hatch in a day or two and, after passing through molting stages, become fully developed mites in one week. This would indicate that when everything goes smoothly a new crop of mites comes into existence once a week. When deprived of chickens to feed on, mites will live for several months in an empty hen house. Warmth and moisture help to keep them alive longer.
Treatment
Mites may be eradicated easily if the hen house is given a thorough cleaning and spraying. First, remove all the furniture such as roosts (if movable), dropping boards,